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OUR TOWN: BY THE NUMBERS 

AREA 57.9 sq. miles

36,986 acres

TAX PARCELS 12,905 parcels

93% residential

ASSESSED VALUE (2024)      $4,491,810,789 

(+$221,734,783)

POPULATION (2023) 36,922 (+74)

MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOME (2023) $107,488

FAMILY POVERTY RATE (2023) 2.8%

HOUSING UNITS (2020) 16,108

FAMILIES & LIVING ARRGTS. (2020) 14,590

EMPLOYMENT RATE (2023) 63.3%

MEDIAN AGE (2023) 39.4 years

PERSONS (<65 YEARS) (2023) 6,966 (18.9%)

PERSONS (>18 YEARS) (2023) 7,207 (19.5%)

MARRIAGE LICENSES 127 licenses



Impact of Presidential Executive Orders

On Town Services

Housing Choice Option Program (f/k/a Section 8)

• 121 dwelling units (183 participants, 43 children)

• 2025 Budget: $1.2 million in Federal payments

• Temporarily paused and later resumed but subject to 

further review and possible cuts

US Dept. of Energy Efficiency Grants

• Grant of $74,000 to replace two boilers at Town Hall

• DOE’s January 27 paused all grants pending review of 

possible Diversity Equity & Inclusion activities

Federal funding of road improvement contracts

• Carman Rd/Lydius St roundabout: Federal Highway 

Safety Program   

• Sidewalks on State highways



Our Welcoming Community

Pro-Housing Community
• Town Board resolution in support of 

affordable and work force housing options

• Only Town in area to receive certification

• State certification should help in securing 

financing for proposed applications offering 

affordable housing

Pride Flag
• Town Board resolution approving flying the 

Pride flag at Town Hall in support of the 

LGBTQ+ community 
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Our Appreciative Community

Hometown Heroes Banner Program
• Honors active duty and veteran service 

members, both living and deceased

• 8th year of honoring heroes

“Purple Heart Town”

• Town Board resolution supporting  Purple 

Heart recipients and families

• Highway signs at entry points and reserved 

parking spaces at Town facilities 

250th American Revolution Comm. 
• Town Board resolution creating committee 

of historians and interested persons

• Battle of the Normanskill, August 11, 1777
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PLANNING OUR FUTURE TOGETHER

Comprehensive Plan Update Committee

9 members:

Cody Betton – Chair

Jim Abbruzzese – Vice Chair

Richard Brustman

Tara Cristalli

Caitlin Ferrante

Lisa Hart

Elizabeth Lott

Dominic Rigosu

Stephen O. Wilson

2+ year commitment (Sept. 2022 - Oct. 2024)

Over 2,000 participants at public gatherings, 

stakeholder meetings, and comments

Town Board 2nd Public Hearing

Tuesday, March 18 at 7pm

Town Hall
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COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE

Among the 80+ recommendations:  

 Promote agriculture’s place in the Town
 Develop commercial design guidelines 
 Incentivize climate resiliency 
 Support the Town’s Pro-Housing 

Designation
 Develop policies for Accessory Dwelling 

Units
 Add requirement for affordable housing 

units in Planned Unit Developments
 Maintain and upgrade recreational facilities 

and programs
 Add a network of multi-use trails
 Develop a Complete Streets Policy
 Update the Zoning Code to be consistent 

with Comprehensive Plan Update

7



SOLID TOWN FINANCES
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2025 BUDGET

• Under tax cap by $3,285; 13th consecutive year below the State’s 

property tax cap

• Includes 3% increases in salaries

• Added $356,000 in reserves

• Unassigned Fund Balance is 29% of 2025 Budget’s appropriations

• Capital investments in Police, Parks, EMS and more departments

• Most property taxes go somewhere else: 68% (School Districts); 

13% (Albany County); 4% (Fire Districts); 4% (Library); and only 

11% for the Town of Guilderland 



TRANSPARENCY

Continuing Website Enhancements

• Posting of agenda packets, budget materials, 

and collective bargaining agreements

• Digitized recordings posted within 48 hours

• Added community partners’ events 

(Community Caregivers, Fire Departments, 

Library, Guilderland Historical Society, 

Guilderland Garden Club, YMCA)

• Expanded GIS Property Information

Keeping you informed

• Weekly newsletters of announcements & events

• Expanded public notice by extending dates and 

first class mailings

• Town Clerk: 212 FOIL requests (190 in 2023)
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SUPPORT FOR SENIORS
Expanding coverage
• Serving 800+ Town seniors (60+) served

• 3,000+ transportations for shopping, medical, and meals

• 2024: Added Village of Altamont residents

Senior Citizen Property Tax Exemption 

• Increased exemption from $37,400 to $58,400

• 456 seniors (increase from 275 in 2023)

Programs
• Recreation (bingo, mahjongg, pinochle)

• Exercise and nutritional programs

• Painting and quilting

Services 
• Income tax and legal referrals

• Monthly newsletter

• Help applying for government assistance 

• Home maintenance referrals

• Assistance finding appropriate housing

• Caring calls
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EMS: LEADER IN ALS RESPONSE

2025 BUDGET

• Added paramedic and EMT positions

• Now 4th and 5th ambulances at peak times

• New ambulance ($350,000+; one-year plus lead time)

• Added to reserve for future ambulances

CONTINUED HIGH DEMAND IN 2024

• 6,727 calls; setting another yearly record 

• 4,227 hospital transports (3,807 in 2023)

• Advanced Life Support: intravenous therapy; tracheal 

intubation; administer Rx; electrocardiography

STATE & REGIONAL REOGNITIONS 

• State EMS Agency of the Year (2021)

• Regional ALS Provider of the Year (2024) (Harjup Singh)

LEADER IN EMS INITIATIVES

• Hospital off-load policy (prolonged ambulance delays)
• Direct pay legislation (insurance payments)
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EMS STATION III

• Opened on October 14, 2024

• 506 calls in 2024

• Maintain superior ALS 
response times (6-8 minutes)

• First ambulance station in 40 
years; no financing

• New home for Town’s 
Emergency Command Vehicle

• At Western Turnpike Golf 
Course with direct access to 
Routes 20 & 146

New EMS Substation
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STAYING AHEAD OF THE COMMUNITY’S NEEDS



SUPPORT FOR FIREFIGHTERS

Fire Training Facility 

• Ribbon cutting (October 22, 2024)
• Replace 50-year old facility
• $500,000 County grant
• Partnering with Town’s fire 

departments
• Essential training for volunteer 

firefighters

Town Property Tax Exemption 

• Maximum benefit for Town-
resident active firefighters (114 
exemptions)

• 2025: Extending benefit to Town 
residents who are firefighters in 
neighboring towns

New Fire Training Facility
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JUSTICE COURT

2024 COURT STATISTICS
Traffic Violations        5,807 (4,772 in 2023)

Penal Law 823 cases (same) 

Civil Cases 138 cases (127)

DEPT. OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE GRANTS  

• Enhanced security (2023)

• Metal detector; door fobs

• Court improvements (2024)

• Carpet; shredder

• Furniture (2025)

• Conference table & chairs in chambers

• Courtroom chairs
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PUBLIC SAFETY INITIATIVES

Expanded Police Force (2025)
• Added officer; now at 44 uniformed officers; largest in Town 

history; officers assigned US Drug Enforcement Agency

• Traffic safety detail: proven results on Western Avenue

• Resource officers at Farnsworth Middle School & High School

New equipment (2024-25)
• 2025 Budget: 5 new police vehicles (most ever)

• New body & car cameras, bullet proof vest, tasers

Upgrading dispatch consoles (2024)
• Essential for 911 responses; maintain local dispatch

• Most modern radio equipment available for emergency    

communications and interoperability

NYS Law Enforcement Accreditation 
• Accredited since 2009; reaccredited (2024)

• 110 standards of practices & training

• Only 1/3rd of police agencies are accredited
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PUBLIC SAFETY: NEXT STEPS

Reduce speed limit to 25mph

• 2023 law: Town could reduce speed limit on 

Town roads to 25mph but required 

expensive traffic engineer study to justify 

the lower speed

• Proposed 2025 law: Town would have the 

same ability as cities to reduce speed to 

25mph; eliminate need for traffic study

Use of Speed “Humps” to reduce speed?

• Success on Elmwood Street (2023)

• Evaluating for Willow Street 

• Part of Highway Dept.'s paving schedule
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Elmwood Street Speed Hump

Photo by Aaron Rathburn, Highway Foreman 



PROMOTING PEDESTRIAN SAFETY

Sidewalks (over 50 miles)

New sidewalks (2025)
• Carman Rd (Western to E. Old State)

• E. Old State (Carman Road to Hillside)

New multi-use path (2025)

• NYS State Route 146 (Western Avenue to 

Winter Rec Area); part of bridge replacement

ADA self-assessment (2024)

• Evaluated condition of all sidewalks for 

disabled persons and replacement schedule
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Carman Road sidewalk 



PROVEN ROAD SAFETY IMPROVEMENTS

Two Roundabouts: Proven Safe & Successful

Carman Road/Lydius St roundabout (October 2022)

• 16 accidents (1 with personal injury) in 20 months

• Most accidents on Mondays and Tuesdays

• common cause: failure to yield right of way

Northway/Crossgates Mall roundabout (July 2023)

• 9 accidents (2 with personal injury) in 12 months

• Most accidents on Saturdays

• common cause: following too closely

• No DOT detour signs due to holiday backups

County’s Planned Roundabout (2025-26)
• Route 155 & Washington Avenue intersection

• Adding 300 feet to left turn at Old State Road
Carman Road/Lydius Street Roundabout

Photo by Aaron Rathburn, Highway Foreman 
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HIGHWAY MAINTENANCE
PAVING
• 168.5 miles of center lane of Town road
• Surging costs kept paving to less than 6 miles for 

past two paving seasons
• 30-40 tons a day of blacktop repairs
• In-house paving equipment; save dollars
• Mechanics fabricate parts in-house

KEEPING OUR STREETS CLEANED
• Fall leaf pick-up schedule on Town roads
• Year round pick-up of lawn bags and tied brush 
• Cleaning of stormwater catch basins
• Sweep all Town roads (five times per year)

NEW EQUIPMENT 
• 2025 Budget: Lift for heavy vehicles ($200,000)

NEW SIDEWALK DUTIES
• 2025 Budget: 3 new positions for sidewalk 

maintenance
• 2 Ventrac sidewalk snowplows 
• Mini-excavator 

Hawes Road paving

Photo by Bob Haver, Highway Superintendent 19



INVESTMENTS IN WATER RESOURCES

Replacement of Water Meters (2025)
• $4.4 million contract award (no financing)

• 13,000+ meters with remote monitoring

• Advance notice of leaks; save 100,000s of gallons

• Starting in Spring 2025

Excessive Summer Water Usage 
• Winter usage (2 to 2.5 million gallons per day)

• Summer usage (5 to 7 million gallons per day)

• Why? Lawn sprinklers @ wrong times

Improvements at Water Filtration Plant
• New filters; pre-treatment of Reservoir water

• Added capacity: 0.5 million gallons per day

Possible renewal of Town wells
• Green sand filtration to remove metals

• Added capacity: 2 million gallons per day
Watervliet Reservoir
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MODEST ECONOMIC GROWTH

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT (2025)

• 8 Special Use applications (12 in 2023)

• 3 Site Plan Use applications (3 in 2023)

• 1 Major (5+ lots) subdivision application 

(3 in 2023)

UPDATES 

• New York Oncology & Hematology 

(opening early 2026)

• Costco (approved May, 2023; opening late 

2025); Albany Pine Bush Comm. stated 

that land had no preservation or protection 

value; DEC and USF&W agreed
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New York Oncology & Hematology



TAWASENTHA PARK

New security cameras (County grant)
• 12 cameras placed at key locations
• Monitored by Dispatch & Parks Dept

Oklahoma!
• Park Playhouse Players (2nd year)
• Free shows: July 31-August 2 @ 7:30pm, and 

Saturday, August 2 @ 3pm
• Long-term professional relationship

Guilderland Performing Arts Center
• Renovation completed (terraced seating; 

dance area; lighting)
• 46th Season
• Thursday night concerts are free

Upgrading Large Bathroom
• Interior & exterior renovation



2024-2025 PARK IMPROVEMENTS

New Kaikout Kill Park (opening 2025)
• Former Hiawatha Trails Golf Course

• 28.16 acres (64%) preserved grasslands

• Multi-use trail system (ADA) w/bridge

• Bird watching with pond; picnic tables

• Direct access from Campus Club neighborhood

• Future link to YMCA, Library & Elem. School

Keenholts Park
• Girls’ Softball Field Lighting (Fahy)

• Bleachers & netting screen (Albany County)

• Multi-use trail connection to hamlet 

Nott Road Park
• Playground (Fahy)

• 4 Pickleball courts 
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New Pickleball Courts at Nott Road Park



2024-2025 PARK IMPROVEMENTS

Volunteer Firefighters Mem. Park
• Dog park (Breslin)

• Playground (Breslin)

• 4 Pickleball courts (Breslin)

• Small pavilion (Breslin)

DiCaprio Park
• New playground (Steck)

• Boxed Lacrosse (Albany County)

Fort Hunter Park
• Playground (Steck)

• Refurbish playfield & backstop (Steck)

• Small pavilion (Steck)

• Paving parking lot (Steck)
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UPCOMING COMMUNITY PROJECTS
2025 Events

(FINAL DETAILS TO BE DETERMINED)

Arbor Day- Friday, April 25
Tree Preservation Committee will hand out tree seedlings on a first-come, first-
serve basis at Tawasentha Park. There will be information packets about planting 
guidelines, tree species information and word games for kids.

Clean Up Guilderland Day - Saturday, April 26

From 11am-1pm, residents can help clean-up trash at Town parks.

Caring for Your Cemetery Day - Saturday, April 26

Volunteers can meet up at The Guilderland Cemetery to learn how to clean and 
restore gravestones.

Scout Conservation Day - Saturday, April 26

Scout groups will clean up brush Tawasentha Park and Guilderland Cemetery, as 
well as performing necessary trail work in celebration of Earth Day.

I Love My Park Day - Saturday, May 3

From 10am-1pm, residents can help Parks staff clear and clean overgrown areas 
in Tawasentha Park along the Garden Path and Trails.

Scout Tree Planting Day - Saturday, May 10

Scout groups will plant trees along the banks of the Normans Kill in Tawasentha 
Park to help prevent erosion.
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Cemetery Cleanup Day 2024

Photo by Dave Jenkins, Park 

Foreman



RESPONSE TO CLIMATE CHANGE

Preserve 30% of Town’s land mass 
• Update Zoning Map by rezoning parks, 

open space, and protected lands 

• Partners: Albany Pine Bush Preserve, 

Department of Environmental 

Conservation, Mohawk Hudson Land 

Conservancy, and Open Space Institute

Upper Bozenkill Preserve
• Mohawk Hudson Land Conservancy

• Acquired in 2024

• 225-acres on Bond Road

• 6+ miles of hiking, snowshoeing

• Protects Bozenkill & Watervliet Reservoir

Photo courtesy of Mohawk Hudson Land Conservancy
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PROTECTING OPEN SPACE

Conservation Easement Program
• State law allows Town to grant property tax 

exemption for voluntarily preserving sensitive area

• Only handful of communities State-wide participate

• First application (2023)

44 acres preserved (Normans Kill) (see photo)

Native Tree Preservation Law
• Protect Town’s natural environment by preserving 

native trees and eradicating invasives

• Educational, not punitive

• Committee preparing a Forestry Plan

Conservation Overlay District (2025)
• New committee formed 

• Consider measures to protect Watervliet Reservoir, 

water courses, views of the Helderberg, and “green 

belt” around Village of Altamont 
View of Normans Kill from preserved parcel

27



PRESERVING OUR HISTORY

Mynderse-Frederick House (1802)

• Back porch reconstructed

• Shutter removal & repair 

• Foundation repair

• Exterior paint

• Interior paint (first floor) 

• Replace windows 

• Replace rear roof extension

Schoolcraft House (circa 1840)

• Furnace replaced  

• Fix chimney leakage

• Exterior paint 

• Replace roof (Fahy, 2025)

• Pave parking lot (Fahy, 2025)
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The Cobblestone 

Schoolhouse

Built 1860 (original School No. 6)

National Registry of Historic Places

Town owner as of August 1, 2024 

2024 Grant (Fahy;$125,000 grant) 

• New cedar shake roof

• Replace interior walls & ceiling

• Upgrade bathroom 

• Improve gas and electric

Multi-use path to Keenholts Park

• Ped/Bike connection from hamlet
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LEADERSHIP CHANGES
Department of Parks & Recreation

Director CJ Gallup (32.5 years) Director of Parks Andrew Huggins
Superintendent of Golf Andy Ostrowski

Department of Water & Wastewater Mgmt. 
Water Treatment Operator Dean Sim (30 years) Water Treatment Operator Greg Mahar

Police Department
Captain Eric Batchelder (26.5 years) Lieutenant Joseph R. DeVoe 

Lieutenant Matthew P. Egnor

Department of Fire Prevention
Chief Inspector Ted Raymond (22.5 years) Chief Inspector Paul Miller

Department of Emergency Medical Services
Director Jay Tyler (21.5 years) Acting Director of EMS Sean McGaughnea

Acting Director of Ops. Bonnie-Jean Johnson
Acting Senior Paramedic Supervisor Alex Downey

Justice Court
Clerk to the Justices, Sharon Groves (11 years) Clerk to the Justices, DeAnna DeSantis
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Casey Adamec, Rebecca Alex, Peter Annely, Veronica Anthony, Darrin Anton,Cody Arana,Peter Austin, Jordyn Austin,Gregory Babcock, 
Jack Backman-Grottoli, Laura Barry, Max Batcher, Benjamin Beckmann, Amanda Beedle, Cassandra Berghammer, Kevin Bernard, Danilo Bollon, 
Johnathan Boyer, Amy Boyt, John Brayer, Bill Bremigen, TJ Broderick, Kelly Brooks, Elisabeth Brown, Kenneth Brown, Christopher Brown, Lynne 
Buchanan, Alexander Bump, Linda Cardinal, Brandon Carkner, Michael Cataldo, Kenneth Celebucki, Joy Champlin-Brendline, Jason Charland, Casey 
Childs, Daniel Ciccarelli, Hannah Clavijo, Bryan Clenahan, Steven Clermont, Jake Clinton, Sean Coburn, Zachary Collen, Michael Connolly, Brian 
Cook, Jackie Coons, Christian Cooper, David Corey, Christopher Cox, Kaitlyn Craig, Jacob Crawford, Nicholas Crodelle, Calvin Crosier, Karen Crounse, 
Donald Csaposs, Alexander Cullum, Sharon Cupoli, Matthew Davis, David DeBacco, Tiffany DeCota, DeAnna DeSantis, Nicholas Deso, Madalyn 
DeThomasis, Joseph DeVoe, Donna Diana, Anthony Diana, Mickey Didonna, Philip DiNovo, Dean Dockey, Matthew Dombrowski, Alexander Downey, 
Timothy Downey, Michael Doynow, Donald Doynow, Micheal Drake, Carl Duda, Michael Duda, Robert Duell, Pedro Dumet, Kimberly Duncan, Kim 
Edick, Darci Efaw, Kevin Efaw,, Matthew Egnor, Noah Ekstein, Justin Farrenkopf, Stephen Feeney, Caitlin Ferrante, Edward Fick, Michael Fisher, 
Christian Fitzgerald, Kathleen Foley, Jesse Fraine, Robert Freeman, Thomas Funk, James Gaughan, Michae Gilmorel, Albert Giniel, Matthew Gionet, 
David Grant, Jeffrey Gregory, Michaelangelo Guldenstern, Jessica Gulliksen, Daniel Haggerty, Matthew Hanzalik, James Harnett, Joshua Harrison, 
Bob Haver, Mackenzie Hempstead, Rachel Hennet, Herbert Hennings, Jasmine Henry Grayson Heyward, Carly Hillmann, Nathaniel Hinz, Mikayla 
Holden, Gerard Houser, Todd Hubbard, Andrew Huggins, Richard Hughes, Giuliana Iannuzzi, Susan Infante, Matthew Iuorno, Nicholas Jaeger, David 
Jenkins, Sarah Jenkins, Bonnie-Jean Johnson, Mary Ellen Johnson, Kevin Keegan, Bryan Keith, David Kellerman, Mary Ann Kelley, Ian Kelley, Tammy 
Kennedy, Cindy Kielb, Christine Kiernan, Anton Konev, Kenneth Konev, Catherine Krausse, Jeffrey Laudano, Richard LaVare, Joseph LaVigna, Brian 
Leach, Jeremiah Leger, Mary-Jo Leonard, Donald Lindley, Christopher Longo, Stephen Lord, Elizabeth Lott, Linsky Lundy, Joshua Lyons, Matthew 
Lyons, Alexander MacDonald, Gregory Mahar, Nicholas Marcella, Elizabeth Markham, Matthew McCaffrey, Steven McClaine, Sidney McClintock, 
Kyle McCormick, Kevin McDonald, Sean McGaughnea, Darrell McKnight, Brogan McMahon, Daniel McNally, Heidi Meeusen, James Melita, Nixon 
Mercado, Susan Merkley, Michele Merritt, Robert Meyers, Paul Miller, Matthew Minniefield, Wyatt Moller, MaryKate Montemagno, Kristina 
Montgomery, Jessica Montgomery, Scott Mosley, Thomas Nagengast, Christine Napierski, John Natale, Cory Nichols, Joseph Normandin, Andrew 
Nowak, Christopher Oades, Christopher O'Connor, Bruce O'Connor, Patrick O'Hare, David O'Hehir, David (Joey) O'Hehir III, Caileb Olsiewski, Andrew 
Ostrowski, Margaretann Paczkowski, Dominick Padilla, Stephanie Page, Abel Palma, Nolan Parker, Mansi Parmar, Louis Peceri, Gregory Peck, Emily 
Peters, Matthew Phelps, Justin Phillips-Lee, Max Provost, Douglas Radzewicz, Sean Ralston, Andrew Ramo, Denise Randall, Tyler Rapp, Aaron 
Rathburn, Richard Reuther, Thomas Ridgeway, Jonathan Riemenschneider, Dominick Rigosu, Joshua Risko, Richard Rivers, Thomas Robert, Todd 
Roberts, David Robinson, Matthew Romano, Ginger Ruiz-Evans, William Russo, Sindi Saita, Gustavo Santos, Steven Sawicki, Eric Scanlon, Kristopher 
Scarano, Aron Schauer, Matthew Schiller, Jonathan Schlutow, Marc Scholer, Bryce Seyboth, Emily Shafer, Jennifer Shannon, Chad Sheffer, Michaela 
Shulman, Daniel Sim, Harjup Singh, David Slover, Allison Smith, William J. Smith, Tré Smith, Harold Smith, Gina Spadaro, David Spangler, Neil Spawn, 
Patricia Stallmer, Patrick Stempel Jr., Bethany Sterritt, Tylor Stevens, Shawn Strain, Barak Strock, Margaret Tabak, Sheri Tallman, Donald Tallman, 
Charles Tanner, Stacy Tanner, John (Jack) Tashjian,, Joel Taylor, Janet Thayer, Aaron Thomas, Ethan Turner, Octavia Turner, Philip (Jay) Tyler, Gregory 
Tymchyn, Donald Utter, Hunter Uveges, Jeffrey Valletta, Thomas (TJ) Valletta, Casey VanAlstyne, Genna VanCort, Stephen VanEtten, Briana 
Vannordstrand, Kyle VanPatten, Nicole Ventresca-Cohen, Richard Villa, William Vinson, Louis Vitelli, Jason Vivian,Matthew Walsh, Tyler Walters, 
Victor Warner, Heather Weinhold,James (Boe) Welsch, Justine Wescott, David Williams, Stephen Witham, Melissa Wood, James Zieno, Robert 
Zwack

THANK YOU


