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Kenneth Kovalchik <kovalchikk@togny.org>

Public Comment: Rapp Road Residential/Western Avenue Mixed Use
Redevelopment Project
1 message

William Coons <thewilliamcoonsteam@gmail.com> Thu, Apr 9, 2020 at 3:20 PM
To: kovalchikk@togny.org

 

Dear Mr. Kovalchik,

 

                Anyone who has lived in Guilderland, Albany County or the Greater Capital District over
the past few years knows of the plans to bring a Costco to the region. This would be a great
addition to the region by bringing in this brand and by giving shoppers another option for
warehouse retail.

 

Costco is one of the few brands remaining that is not yet in the Albany market. Costco also has
significant customer loyalty, and today Capital Region customers are traveling nearly one hundred
miles in any direction to find a store. This is important for several reasons, but I’ll address the most
important: sales tax revenue. By spending their money in Massachusetts, Central New York and the
lower Hudson Valley, far away municipalities are collecting the sales tax revenue. 

 

Following approval, the project would grow tax dollars in our community. In fact, it is more akin to a
reinvestment in our local municipalities and schools. This will translate into millions of dollars in
the coming years. This is just one important benefit of bringing a Costco in our region, not to
mention the hundreds of jobs this store and the construction would bring. And in a time when our
economy is desperate for new jobs.

               

I am in favor of the project because, in my opinion, the benefits far outweigh any potential perceived
negatives.

 

I appreciate the diligent effort and detailed analysis completed by the Town of Guilderland and am
hopeful they approve the project soon.    Our community will need new forms of revenue and this
project can do that.

               

 

Bill Coons

Guilderland Resident

 

William
Coons William Coons  NYS Real Estate Associate Broker
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