L]
G M I | Kenneth Kovalchik <kovalchikk@togny.org>
by Lan0gle

Pyramid, Costco and the future of Guilderland
1 message

Melisa Logan <loganmelisa@gmail.com> Tue, May 19, 2020 at 11:27 AM
To: kovalchikk@togny.org, mhale-spencer@altamontenterprise.com

To the Editor and Planning Board — As an 11 year resident of Guilderland, I am astonished by the amount of push back
being received by the public regarding the Pyramid/Costco project. Of all the projects that have been completed and
those proposed to move forward, this particular project addresses two needs in the Capital Region and right here in
Guilderland — a bulk shopping option, and housing for our aging population.

At a time when the future of businesses is unknown, Costco can and will provide residents of Guilderland, and the
Capital Region, a bulk shopping option outside of the Colonie Township and much needed tax revenue to our
community. Although Colonie is a larger area than Guilderland, they have a Sam’s Club, BJ’s and a Mall all within their
jurisdiction. Costco reaches a specific audience in need of a bulk shopping option. This will not affect the ‘Mom & Pop
Shops” as some against this project continue to point out. My family and friends in the area will still continue to support
local businesses like the Book House, Bountiful Bread and the many shops in Stuyvestant plaza that continue to serve our
community. We will continue visiting The UPS Store, Gade’s and Ace Hardware, as these businesses provide goods and
services not offered by a large chain like Costco. They provide familiar faces and a sense of community that will not be
disrupted because of a Costco.

It is publicly known that Guilderland’s aging resident population is rising and their need for downsizing would be met by
the Crossgates apartments while opening up a housing market for our growing population. Without this particular
project, aging residents will seek other senior facilities and apartment options outside of Guilderland (likely in Colonie).
Our current and future residents will also be looking elsewhere to purchase their first home.

The amount of negative attention these projects is receiving is astonishing. Four hour long planning meetings, outrage,
and people risking their lives and the lives of construction workers trying to do their jobs. I can assure you that while
even though these examples receive a lot of attention, many of our Guilderland residents do not share their opinions on
these projects. These are the people I am writing on behalf of. We still have many beautiful residential areas, parks and
other areas not being disturbed. In my opinion, this would be a huge missed opportunity to provide much needed
revenue to our area and an opportunity to allow our senior population to comfortably live out the rest of their lives in the
community where they bought their first home, raised their families and now would like to retire. In order for our
community to continue growing in perpetuity, we need to address these needs. Give the Guilderland residents more
credit; we love our community just as much as those opposed to these projects, we are just choosing to see how
prosperous our community can be with new opportunities that can assist with our growth. I encourage people to explore
the many beautiful spaces in our area because Guilderland is more than just Western Avenue.

Melisa Logan



