March 26, 2020


Dear Mr. Kovalchik:
My family is writing in opposition to the building of Costco on Western Avenue.
We are in opposition for several reasons:
1)  We have lived on Westmere Terrace for the past 26 years and have raised our son on the street. As you know from conversation with our neighborhood, Westmere Terrace is a quiet street where over half of the thirty houses have had the same owners for well over twenty years. Neighbors are friendly and kind.   Our families grew up here and several of our neighbors now even have their own grown children and their young families living on the block. Building a Costco less than a quarter of a mile away from our street will do major damage to the quality life.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Imagine the large increase in traffic, safety issues, the noise at all hours and the environmental impact to a nice neighborhood. Would you or anyone you know want to live in a neighborhood with a Costco that close by?
2) At this point, we are all dealing with the impact of the Coronavirus. Even the CDC cannot predict the impact. We do know that Governor Cuomo has issued an Executive Order eliminating public gathering of more than five hundred people. Undoubtedly, Costco would be at risk given the large number of individuals that would populate the store.  We should postpone any decisions on moving forward before we understand the full impact of the pandemic.  This could take many months if not years.

3) The town of Guilderland has always had a reputation as a town of both sociability and fellowship.  You, Supervisor Barber, the Planning Board and the Board of Supervisors have been progressive in maintaining those core values consistent with that vision. The recent move to cut the trees outside of the planned Costco property is an affront to that vison
Adding Costco, the town house community behind Westmere Terrace and other commercial properties on Western Avenue also contradicts that vision.   I would think that the town would do everything in its power to not turn Western Avenue into a vision of suburban sprawl instead of a family welcoming town. I would  also  think that a community with already overtaxed resources would oppose a plan that would increase pollution, increase traffic and dramatically increase safety issues.
Personally, I have nothing against Costco. Friends I know from across the country consistently tell me about their great values and friendly customer service. Costco is rated as a top national employer and their CEO enjoys a wonderful reputation.  My concern is not that Costco comes to our area but rather that it be located in a space that should not impact neighborhoods or traffic. There are numerous open spaces in Guilderland. Costco is a place where people will come from any destination---why not site it in a location that does not have such a dramatic effect on a neighborhood that represents what Guilderland should be all about.





Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Glenn Liebman
17 Westmere Terrace
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