
STATE OF NEW YORK 

7096 
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IN ASSEMBLY 
April 22, 2021 

Introduced by M. of A. FAHY -- read once and referred to the Committee 
on Real Property Taxation 

AN ACT to amend the real property tax law, in relation to conservation 
easement agreemen t exemptions in certain towns 

The People of the State of New York . repreaepted in Senate and ASSem­
bly. 49 ftnAct as fo119w8; 

1 Section 1. The real property tax law is amended by adding a new 
2 section 491-b to read as follows : 
3 I 491-b CgDHftryation eoaGmftnt agreement exemption' certain toWDs 1 
4 Applicability, In a town having a populatign of not less than tbirty-
5 fiX. thousand and pot more thAD thirty-nix thousand. tb1t fA located in 
6 a cOunty hlying a populatigD of not less thaD three hundred thousand and 
7 Dot more than three hundred seVen thgusapd , based upon and r@Qorded by 
8 the two thougand ten federal C'DSUS, is hereby authorized to adopt A 
9 local law to proVide that, real property whoss interests or right@ hay. 

1 0 heftn acquired 'or the pumoRe of t he preservatio n oC an oPen space or an 
11 open area. al Authorized in 'egtiQD two hundr.d forty-seven of the 
12 general muni cipal law, may be partially exempt fram 10gal rIal property 
13 tAxation, provided that tbo own.r pr gwnerB of sUQh real prgperty enter 
14 into a pOn,aryotioQ ea,ement Agreement with thft muniQipality in .gsord-
15 ansa with the prog.4UrftA specified in Subdivision three of thi. 'RetiOD. 
16 A COunty haying a population of ppt le,s than three hundred thousand and 
17 not more than three hundred seyen thousand based upon and reqord.d in 
18 the two thousand ton federal gon@ua maY' by local law, and any aebool 
1 9 district. all or port of which is located in a town haying a populatign 
20 of not leas thAn thirty-five thousapd and not more than thirtY-Mix tbou-
2 1 ,and that is located in a cOunty baying a population of not less than 
22 three hundred thousand and not more than threB hundred seven thguRAnd 
23 bOSed upoO and recorded by the two thOUSand ten federAl ClnguB. moy, by 
24 rft8Q1ution, exempt .uch property frpm its tAxation ip the same manner 
25 and to the Same oxtent 01 such town hoe dog. 

EXPLANATION--Matter in itAlis, (underscored) is new; ma t ter in br ackets 
[- J is old law to be omitted. 
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1 2. DofinitiQOa ror the purpOQQ of thin soctiOD. the following texmH 
2 shall hoye tho following meanipgs; -open agDe.- or ·open Area- meanS any 
3 space or area characterized by nAtural ,penic beauty or whORe existing 
4 openness. natural condition or present state of use. if retained. would 
5 @pblDes the graft.At or potential value of abutting or surroupding urban 
6 deVelopment or would maintain or ephance the cOP3eryatioQ of Dotural or 
7 aC8nic roaourcag. For the puroos.a of this dofinitioQ. -natural or 
8 scenic rAMpurees- shall include. but pgt bO limited toe a~ricultur.l 
9 lopdB defined AI open landg ogtuallv used in bop' fide agricultural 

10 productiop. 
11 3. prgcedures tor obtaining a Qopaeryation eaSement agreement· (a) Any 
12 owner or cwn,rM Qf land may 'ubmit a prOgo •• l to the tgwn board Of a 
13 town baying A populAtiop pf pot less than thirty-tiye thousand and not 
14 mor@ than thirty-six thousond t hat is located in & CQunty haying a popu-
15 latioQ at pot less than three hundred thousand and not more than three 
16 hundred Heyon thoy.and. baled upon and recorded by thft two thOUSAnd tftn 
17 fedoral ceDRus' fpr the grantipq of intereat or rights in rIal property 
18 for the pr@8oTyation of pp@n apace or .rOAS, SUQh propolal shall be 
19 submitted in sugh • mAnner ADd 'OEm as maY be proscribed by the cgnser-
20 vatioD bOlrd pf Duch town 
21 CO} Ppon receipt pf such propOSAl. the town board shall conVey the 
22 propg,al to tho conDoryation board Of such town Such cODa_nation board 
23 shall inyftHtigate the Ars. to determip@ if tho propoHAl would be of 
24 benefit to the people Of the town and may negotiate the terms and CQndi -
25 tigna of the gffor. If the cgnservation hgard determines that it is in 
26 the public interest to agcept Buch proposal. it ahall recommend to th' 
27 towp board that it hold a public hearing for th. purpo,. of determining 
28 whether or pot the town 9hguld accept BuCb propooal. 
29 (e) Th. town board shall. within thirty daY@ of receipt of gush odyi-
30 'pry opinion. hOld a publiS h •• ring concernipg such propOSAl At A nla~e 

31 within th. town. At. loast te,n day, notice of the time and place of ftuch 
32 hearing shall b. published in a paper of gen,ral circulation in such 
33 town' and a wx1tten notice pf such propoBal shall bl giyen to all od14-
34 cont prgperty owner, and to any municipality who" bgundaries or. yithin 
35 five hundred feat of the boun4.riea of said prpPORed orOA. and to the 
36 school di$trict in wbigh it is locat@d 
37 (d) The town board, after reg.iyinS the report! af the cona'ryatiop 
38 board of a town baying A population of not 1ft6ft than thirty-five thou-
39 Hand ADd npt more than thirtY-Gix thouSAnd that i. located in a county 
40 baving a population pf not less than throe hundred thougand ODd not more 
41 thAn three hundred seyen thoulpod. based upqn ond recorded by the two 
42 thQusand top federal COnlUI. and aft" Much public hlaring. may adopt 
43 the prgpo§al or any mpdification thereof it d09mB appropriate or PAY 
44 reject it in its entirety . 
45 (e) Xf MUCh propoADl iA adopted by tho town board . it ahall be 
46 executed by the oppsr or owners in written form and in a fOrm suitable 
47 for recording in the coupty clerkls offica. 
48 (f) Such agreement may not be canceled by eithar party. Do.oyer the 
49 owp.r or owners thereof mAY petitiqn the town board for ,aPQe1lation 
50 upon good Saule shown. And IPch cADgel1.tipD maY b, grlnted only upon 
51 payment 9£ the penolti.ft provided in this 'oction. 
52 4. Computatign. (a) An exemption granted purguAnt to this section 
5 3 sh.ll c ommen" as of the effective dote of the conservatiOn easgment 
54 agreement. and shall tOrmlnate upop the expiratiOn or terminatiop of 
55 such cOABeryation easgmeot agx§omont. 
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1 (b) The following tabID abal! i llustratn the computation pf tbe 
2 txemptiop; 
3 Cgmmitmont Perceptage of Sxemptign 
4 IS to 29 narM ~ 

5 30 to 49 years .2..S.l 
6 50 to 75 years .6.ll 
7 Perpetual in 
8 Such exemption shall be granted only upon Application bv the gwner 9r 
9 gwper§ of guch real property on a fcrm prescribed by tho Commiss i oner . 

10 Such appl i catipn shall be filed with the assaRIgr of the town on or 
11 before the taxable gtatul date of GUsh town. 
12 (e) If satisfiftd thAt the AppliCAnt il entitled tn An exemption pur,u_ 
13 ant to thi@ Maction, thl i@I.alOX shall .pprgyft the appliCAtion and Huch 
14 real property shall thereatter be exempt from taxAtigp and speciol ad 
15 valQrem levi@R AS provi ded in thiH section commepcing with the •••• pa_ 
16 mont roll prepared on tho bae i s of the taxable status date . The 
17 .@IBaned value ot any exemption graoted pursuant to this section shall 
18 be enterld by tho asses.or on the assessmapt roll with the taxoblg prop-
19 erty. nth the AmOunt of the exempt i QD @hgwn in a slpar.t. Q011lDDJ. 
20 (d) Whenever. conservation eB8ftment encumber, only a portion of a 
21 parc@l . the assessor shAll henceforth enter that portion of the parcel 
22 onc'mmered by MuCh easement AS a a.parate parcel OD .11 subsequent 
23 Assessment rolls. 
24 5 Popalt i es tor p£eDnecs. If there iA • violation Of the termw and 
2S conditione of the conservat i oQ RaSemont agr@emept or if such QQpaerya-
26 t i oD eaagmapt agreement i. papceled by the tgwp board upon patitigp. 
27 thop the owner or gwpers of such property must pay to the town the 
28 fOllowi ng .mouot"; 
29 (a} All taxes abated pursuant to tha gonseryatioQ @aBement agreement. 
30 aft limited by the remainder of this section. inQluding, if appl i QAhl@, 
31 those taxes jmposed by tha cOunty. town. gehcol districts and al l 
32 sp@gial improvement dietriets and gther tax i ng unitB to which the prgp-
33 arty is 'Ybjact. Repaym.nt of the aforgmantignad abated tAXa, ,boll be 
34 equal tg five times the taxes eayed in the last year in which the land 
3S bonofited from A CQnDoryat~on ."emept agreemant exemption, plu, int'; -
36 Bst of six percent per year gompounded opgually for each ylax in which 
37 An axomption was granted, not exceedipg five Years. 
38 Cb) Payments ahall be added by or on behAlf of Bach taxing juri sdiS-
39 t i on to thn taXe, levied gn the agsessment roll prepar,d on the blaiR of 
40 the first t axable status date after thera is a viglation of tho terms 
4 1 lAd conditionS Of the cQDso'YAtiop eODement or Much conservatiop '.Aft_ 
42 ment agreement i g cancelgd. 
43 § 2. This act shall take e ffect immediately. 


